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BACCHUS UNCORKED: ART, WINE, AND CULTURE
SERIES RETURNS TO THE GETTY VILLA

LOS ANGELES – The Getty Villa’s Bacchus Uncorked series returns with four programs that
engage audiences about art, wine and culture in the ancient world. This summer’s programs
are inspired by the Villa dei Papiri, the model for the Getty Villa and subject of the exhibition
Buried by Vesuvius: Treasures from the Villa dei Papiri, on view through October 28. Hear
experts in ancient philosophy, neuroscience, and archaeology give talks on Roman culture and
wine, then enjoy tasting Italian wines while taking in the Villa’s gardens and architecture and
visiting the exhibition.
Bacchus Uncorked: Drinking and Thinking
Saturday, July 13, 2019, from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
The Getty Villa
Advance ticket required
http://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/events/ev_2753.html
Luxury Roman villas offered the leisure to discuss important topics—such as leading a good
life—over wine. The library of the Villa dei Papiri contained books by the Epicurean
philosopher Philodemus, who promoted a life of pleasure through moderation. Learn about
the enduring relevance of Epicurean ideas from philosopher-classicist Timothy O’Keefe, then
enjoy wine curated by wine educator Diego Meraviglia and conversation with fun-loving
philosophers amid the Villa's beautiful architecture and gardens.
Tickets: $75, includes wine and appetizers; complimentary parking. 21 and over.
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Timothy O’Keefe is an associate professor of philosophy at Georgia State University in

Atlanta. His research interests are in Greek and Roman philosophy with a particular interest in
Hellenistic philosophy and Epicurus. He has written extensively on these subjects and is the
author of Epicureanism (2009) and Epicurus on Freedom (2005). When not teaching, reading,
and writing, O’Keefe enjoys hiking, camping, biking, home brewing, and being a news junkie.
Bacchus Uncorked: Wine and the Senses
Saturday and Sunday, July 27 & 28, 2019, from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
The Getty Villa
Advance ticket required
http://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/events/ev_2754.html
The owner of the luxurious Villa dei Papiri at Herculaneum collected the works of Epicurean
philosopher Philodemus. Epicureans believed that we should savor the moment and be
content with simple pleasures. Join philosopher Barry Smith for a sensory experience inspired
by an Epicurean view of life in a Roman villa. Smith engages the mind and senses in a talk that
bridges ancient philosophy and modern neuroscience, then leads a wine tasting with wine
educator Diego Meraviglia. Enjoy a summer’s evening discovering art, sipping wine, and
enjoying the scents and sounds of the Villa’s garden spaces.
Tickets: $75, includes wine and appetizers; complimentary parking. 21 and over.

Barry C. Smith is director of the Institute of Philosophy at the University of London's School
of Advanced Study. He is also the founding director of the Center for the Study of the Senses,
which pioneers collaborative links between philosophers, psychologists and neuroscientists.
He is a philosopher of mind and language and his current research is on the multisensory
interactions between flavor, taste and smell. He served as editor of Questions of Taste: The
Philosophy of Wine (2007) and is a frequent contributor to The World of Fine Wine and the
wine columnist for Prospect magazine.
Bacchus Uncorked: Villas and Vineyards
Saturday, August 3, 2019, from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
The Getty Villa
Advance ticket required
http://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/events/ev_2755.html
Wine and beautiful surroundings went hand in hand in ancient Roman villas. The area of Mt.
Vesuvius inspired elite Romans to build lovely homes near the coast and grow grapevines in
the rich volcanic soil. Learn from classical archaeologist Steven Tuck about villa life, the
association of villas with producing and drinking wine, and the clever ways architecture and
decor delighted the eye and inspired conversation. Then sip on a selection of Italian wines
curated by wine educator Diego Meraviglia while enjoying the Villa’s garden peristyle with its
sculpture, painted walls, and flora.
Tickets: $75, includes wine and appetizers; complimentary parking. 21 and over.

Steven L. Tuck is professor of Classics at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. After earning his
B.A. in history and Classics at Indiana University, Tuck received his Ph.D. in Classical art and
archaeology from the University of Michigan. He has conducted archaeological fieldwork and
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research in Italy, Greece, England, and Egypt, and has directed more than a dozen study tours
in Italy, concentrated on the city of Rome and the area around the Bay of Naples. He has
written widely on subjects related to Roman art and civilization, presented dozens of public
lectures across the U.S., and received numerous teaching awards.
###
The J. Paul Getty Museum collects Greek and Roman antiquities, European paintings, drawings,
manuscripts, sculpture and decorative arts to 1900, as well as photographs from around the world to the
present day. The Museum's mission is to display and interpret its collections, and present important loan
exhibitions and publications for the enjoyment and education of visitors locally and internationally. This
is supported by an active program of research, conservation, and public programs that seek to deepen
our knowledge of and connection to works of art.
Visiting the Getty Villa
The Getty Villa is open Wednesday through Monday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is closed Tuesdays,
Thanksgiving, December 25 (Christmas Day), and January 1.
Admission to the Getty Villa is always free, but a ticket is required for admission. Tickets can be ordered
in advance, or on the day of your visit, at www.getty.edu/visit or at (310) 440-7300. Parking rates vary.
Groups of 15 or more must make reservations by phone. For more information, call (310) 440-7300
(English or Spanish); (310) 440-7305 (TTY line for the deaf or hearing impaired). The Getty Villa is at
17985 Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific Palisades, California. Same-day parking at both Museum locations
(Getty Center and Getty Villa) is available for $15 through the Getty's Pay Once, Park Twice program.
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the Getty
Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public programs.
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